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Assessment and Reporting is a response to the pressures on teachers and schools 
not only to improve the quality of teaching, but also to demonstrate improved 
outcomes. Many teachers apply assessment approaches that are familiar from 
their own education or that are learnt from peers. This book seeks to fill the gaps in 
teacher knowledge about assessment and reporting and to provide practical support 
for teachers and school leaders. Exploring assessment from the perspectives of 
classroom, school, system and nation, it provides straightforward explanations of the 
complementary relationships of the different perspectives. 

A collaboration between an ex-school principal and a university academic, this 
book provides practical information in the context of sound research. It explores 
the various purposes of assessment along with practical guidance on creating and 
scoring assessments, interpreting and using data and reporting the results to various 
audiences for various purposes. 

Phil Ridden has extensive experience as a primary and secondary teacher, curriculum 
writer, advisory teacher, professional development and training consultant, deputy 
principal, principal, board member, author, conference speaker and parent.

Sandy Heldsinger has extensive applied and theoretical experience in educational 
assessment. Sandy has coordinated a state testing program while remaining close to 
schools, and has used her expertise to support teachers in better understanding good 
assessment practice.
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The What Teachers Need to Know About series aims to refresh and expand basic 
teaching knowledge and classroom experience. Books in the series provide essential 
information about a range of subjects necessary for today’s teachers to do their jobs 
effectively. These books are short, easy-to-use guides to the fundamentals of a subject 
with clear reference to other, more comprehensive, sources of information. Other titles 
in the series include Teaching Methods, Numeracy, Spelling, Reading and Writing 
Difficulties, Learning Difficulties, Personal Wellbeing, Students with Disabilities and 
Social and Emotional Development. 

Register now for this invaluable workshop on collaborative uses of student 
data. The workshop is based on research findings on innovative assessment 
practices by the University of Western Australia’s Dr Sandy Heldsinger and 
Dr Stephen Humphrey. The workshop will be led by Dr Heldsinger and ACER 
Research Fellow Rob Hassell.

Research shows that effective teachers who have a strong, positive impact 
on student learning are proficient assessors who use data to inform their 
teaching. These teachers also collaborate with their colleagues who teach at 
a similar year level to improve their understanding of what assessment shows 
about student learning. 

This workshop will ask participants to collect their own data and provide the 
opportunity to:

• develop an understanding of how to use and trust their own judgements to 
drive student learning;

• reflect on how they can make the most of the data they collect;
• ensure all their assessment activity leads to improved student learning; and
• collaborate to develop and refine their assessment skills.

Participants will learn about current developments in assessment and school 
evaluation, and how to best apply this knowledge to classroom practices. 

Participants may have the opportunity to present their findings at 
ACER’s annual Excellence in Professional Practice Conference (EPPC) 
in Melbourne during May 2016. Learn more: acer.edu.au/eppc

Collaborative uses for student data:  
School improvement begins in the classroom 
with Dr Sandy Heldsinger and Rob Hassell

Two-day workshop: Saturday Feb 27 and Saturday April 2, 2016 
ACER Perth, 3 Richardson Street, West Perth WA 6005

Cost: $630 inc. GST 
Includes a copy of Dr Heldsinger’s book What teachers 
need to know about: Assessment and reporting
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